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block busters
Foster your child’s creativity and motor skills with these colourful  

building blocks, created by MEREDITH BALDWIN
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Wooden blocks painted with colourful geometric 
shapes mean that no two constructions are ever the 
same. Little builders will love piling them up (and 

knocking them down) then towing them around the 
house in this cute trolley. 

FOR MORE IDEAS AND INSPIRATION visit your Resene ColorShop, 0800 RESENE (737 363) or visit www.resene.co.nz
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Trolley 
YOU WILL NEED:

 �Base: 315mm x 240mm piece of  
hardboard 
 �Sides and ends: 2 x 325mm lengths

 + 2 x 200mm lengths (wood 20 x 30mm)
 �Wheels: cut 4 wheels from a 20 x 60mm 
thick length of wood with a 50mm 
circular drill bit. Or buy ready-made 
wooden wheels from fishpond.co.nz 
(search for ‘wood toy wheel’)
 Approximately 500mm of rope
 ��Handle: we used a small off-cut from

    the wood used for making the sides
 ��Resene testpots (see Tip #1 opposite)

TO MAKE:
1 Sand all the pieces of wood so there 
are no sharp edges or splinters.
2 Drill a hole in the centre of one of the 
end pieces and in the handle to attach 
the rope.
3 Hot glue gun and then nail the sides 
and ends to the base.
4 Paint in your choice of colour. We 
used Resene Reservoir and Resene 
Wishlist.
5 Attach the wheels to the sides of the 
trolley with 40mm screws, making sure 
to leave enough slack so they still turn.
6 Attach the rope to the trolley and the 
handle by knotting at either end.
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Blocks
YOU WILL NEED:

 �Wooden blocks:  You can get these from 
Looksharp Stores (‘Craft Workshop’ 
packs of three) and some $2 Shops, or 
you could make your own from a length 
of squared timber.
 Masking tape
 A variety of Resene testpot colours

TO MAKE:
Use masking tape to cover part of the 
block and paint the exposed parts in  
different colours to create different shapes. 
Peel the tape off before the paint dries fully 
to avoid pulling the paint off with the tape.

Testpot Tips

1 Ensure the smallest block size is too 
large to fit in a child’s mouth, so it 
can’t obstruct breathing. While we 

don’t encourage blocks or toys being 
sucked and chewed on, water based 
finishes such as Resene Lumbersider 
testpots are considered suitable for use 
on toys.

2  Try using Resene Blackboard Paint 
for some of the blocks in place  
of standard paint. Then you and 

your child can have fun writing or drawing 
on the blocks in chalk. 

3  For extra fun, try painting some 
blocks in Resene Magnetic Magic 
before you topcoat them – then you 

can use magnets on them. Most children 
love seeing magnets stick, even when the 
block is upside down. Make sure you use 
good quality magnets so they stick well.

4 Vary the block shapes and sizes. Try 
large and small squares, rectangles, 
and triangles. Always make sure 

the smallest block size you use is too 
large to fit into a child’s mouth, so that it 
can’t obstruct breathing. While we don’t 
encourage blocks or toys being sucked 
on, waterbased finishes, such as Resene 
Lumbersider testpots, are considered 
suitable for use on toys. 

5  Make sure low tack masking tape 
is stuck down well so the paint 
doesn’t seep under the edge. Peel 

it off before the paint dries fully to avoid 
pulling the paint off with the tape.
 

6 If you prefer a stained look on your 
blocks, use the Resene Colorwood 
range of bright stain colours.   

Or combine stained blocks with some 
painted blocks for extra interest.

7     Painted blocks also make a great 
bedroom decoration – paint your 
child’s name or a message, one 

letter per block, in colourful Resene 
paint and then display on a windowsill or 
dresser. It’s an easy way to brighten up 
any room. Once they’re old enough they 
can use it to practice spelling their name.

We’ve also designed some 
cute patterns that can be 
used as simple puzzles to 
get small people thinking. 

Head online to 
www.littletreasuresmag.
co.nz to find out how to 

create them at home. 

Get inspired online
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Resene 
testpots 

with water 
based finishes 
are considered 
suitable for use 

on toys.


